
 

 



 



Five Day National Workshop on  
Kerala Art Forms 

 
Five Day National Workshop on Kerala Art Forms was organized by our 

Campus in P.T.Kuriakkose Smriti Bhavan, Pavaratty Centre from 12.02.2024 to 

16.02.2024. 39 participants from different campuses had been participated in the 

workshop. 

 The inaugural session was held on 12.02.2024 at 10.00 A.M. in P.T.Kuriakkose 

Smriti Bhavan , Pavaratty Centre Conference Hall. Dr.Baladevananda Sagara, National 

President, World Sanskrit Media Council, New Delhi had inaugurated the function in 

which Campus Director Prof. Shri Govinda Pandey has presided over. He declared 

that the spreading of Sanskrit through art forms are effective. Prof.K.Viswanathan , 

Special Officer & Centre-in-Charge of Pavaratty Centre  had delivered welcome 

address and Dr.K.Giridhara Rao delivered the Vote of Thanks. He himself have 

conducted the first session and gave an introduction to Kerala Art Forms. In the 

afternoon session one of the major art form Krishnanattam was dealt with. It is based 

on the Sanskrit work Krishnageethi written by King of Zamorin. Two scholars 

conducted the session. Prof. P.C.Muraleemadhavan, the veteran scholar of Sanskrit 

had explained the aesthetic value of the text Krishnageethi as well as the play 

production. Shri Murali Puranattukara, present Superintendent of Krishnanattam at 

Guruvayoor Temple detailed lengthly regarding the stage presentation , costumes, 

special forms of acting and other details of Krishnanattam. 

 On the next day 13.02.2024 the another great art form of Kerala, Nangyar 

Koothu had been dealt with. Dr.Aparna Nangyar , Assistant Professor, Dept. of 

Sanskrit, Sree Sankara College, Mattur, Kalady had delivered a lecture demonstration . 

In this session she highlighted the importance of creating new audience by conducting 

such workshops frequently. Another art form dealt with was Patakam. Shree 

Kalamandalam Narayanan Nambiar explained its importance in the current scenario. 



In the afternoon session was handled by Guruvayoor Jyothidas and Peruvanam 

Shankara Narayanan Marar. Former had delivered a lecture demonstration on Sopana 

Sangeetham and later on instruments used on Temple arts. Both demonstrated their 

streams and some interactions were made in between participants.   

 There is another type of art which is known as ‘Tholpavakoothu’ which means 

staging the stories with typical dolls. Through this staging different types of stories 

were portrayed. Mainly they wish to present the story of Rama. Slowly they wish to 

incorporate other puranic as well as famous stories. In this stream, the great Acharya 

of Kerala is Padmasree Ramachandra Pulavar. He himself had given the consent to 

deliver lecture demonstration in this workshop along his son. He nicely explained 

even the minute features of the art forms and he presented some demos. After that he 

encouraged the participants to use the dolls and try to create a story or dialogues in 

accordance with their genius and try to present it. This was a new experience for all 

the participants. 

 The mural painting has a tremendous contribution to Indian culture and 

civilization. Prof. K.U.Krishna Kumar, Principal, Institute of Mural Paintings, 

Guruvayoor Devaswam, had delivered a lecture on Mural Painting. In this he shown 

different types of Mural Paintings directly and through photos and discussed with the 

participants regarding the color combination.  

 Apart from these art forms it is the habit of the Kerala women that they will 

playing small dance forms in the inner parts of the traditional houses. This take place 

as a part of ritual or as a part of get together. There are several types of such art 

forms. Dr.Gopika.G.Nath, RLV College, Tripunithura, had delivered a lecture on 

15.02.2024  morning in these simple but beautiful art forms.  

The great art of Kerala for witty and fun is Ottan Thullal . In this art form the 

artists dance in accordance with the character. Here no traditional form of dance is 

opted. But the body language is hectic than a theatre presentation. Kalamandalam 



Prabhakaran, the famous artist of Ottan Thullal had delivered a lecture demonstration 

on 15.02.2024 morning. 

Another art form of Kerala is Maruthu Kali. This art form is as equivalent as 

that of ‘Vakyartha Sabha’ . In vakyarthasabha the language of Sanskrit is only used. 

But here Sanskrit words along with Malayalam tips are commonly used. All the 

subjects that are discussed in a Vakyartha Sabha will come under this art form too. 

But in this art form the body language is demonstrative and contains a theatre 

character. Prof. E.Sreedharan, Former, Director, Shri Sankaracharya University of 

Sanskrit, Regional Centre, Payyannur along with two disciples presented this art form. 

This art form contains scholarly debate with attractive body movement. He presented 

this on 15.02.2024 evening. 

The famous dance form of Kerala is Mohiniyattam. Kalamandalam Aiswarya 

had delivered a lecture demonstration on Mohiniyattam on 16.02.2024. 

Evening session was Valedictory function. The most popular music director of 

Kerala Shir.Vidyadharan Master had given the consent to deliver the valedictory 

address. Here in his address he stressed the importance of such workshops for 

creating new audience.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


